
Operational Period #32 

• Began removal operations on Retort 81, 82, 83, and 84: 

o Approximately 75% of Retort 82 has been removed. The retort's thickness ranges from 1 
to 1.5 inches, necessitating the use of plasma torches for cutting through the metal. Due 
to the presence of Pentachlorophenol (PCP) and diesel residue, a fire watch station is 
required during all torch operations. Consequently, all personnel must wear respiratory 
protection and personal protective equipment (PPE) for safety. 

o To maintain access to the retorts during their removal, concrete extracted from DU02 
and DU03 will be used to temporarily fill the gaps in the containment area. After all 
retorts have been removed, this concrete will be taken out before dismantling the 
containment area within the retort section. 

o A substantial amount of sludge was extracted from Retort 83, necessitating workers to 
enter the full length of the 150-retort to access the material using a vacuum truck hose. 
During this operation, both retort doors were either opened or removed, appropriate air 
monitoring was conducted, and workers utilized the necessary respiratory protection 
and personal protective equipment. 

• EPA has completed the deconstruction of the secondary containment in the DU01 and Retort 85 
areas. The secondary containment has been removed and backfilled with clean fill. Before 
backfilling, EPA installed a 6-mil Dura Skrim as a barrier between the bottom of the excavation 
and the clean backfill. Additionally, another layer of 6-mil Dura Skrim was placed near the top of 
the backfilled area before adding gravel and clay material as a cap. 

• Continued to collect, manage, and evaporate process water (see process metrics below) 

   
Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) Activities: 
No flights during this operational period  

  

Monitoring, Sampling, and Analysis 
 

• Air Monitoring: AM03, AM05, AM07 

• Test Pits: excavated one test pit in DU01, under the former locations of Retort 85. No odor, 
staining, or water with sheen were observed. 

• EPA collected one ground water sample on Wednesday 4/2 at Retort 85 test pit. 

 
 

Tank and air monitoring status viewer  

https://r10data.response.epa.gov/viewers-public/index.html?config=viewer-JHBaxter-Public


 
 
2.1.3 Progress Metrics 
Tank Status Map: 



 
Water Storage and Evaporation: 
The Evaporation concentrate is collected and added to WS 5.0 for disposal 

 
A second evaporator has been requested / ordered and should mobilize in early May. 



 
Disposal / recycling:  
 

• RCRA Debris Rolloff boxes: 1 

• Non RCRA Rolloff boxes: 0 

• Unprepared Scrap Steel: 22.23 tons 

• Stainless Steel: 0 

• Creosote / Penta sludge: 0 

 


