Attention Honorable Leader/ Tribal Representative

Notification Application Agreement from the National Response Center  

The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is assisting with an outreach effort to encourage tribes to submit application agreements to the NRC to receive notifications when oil and hazardous materials incidents happen in Indian Country.  The Agency is conducting outreach along multiple paths to increase effectiveness of downstream notifications and the NRC application agreement process to receive incident notifications is one such effort. 

Many notification systems already exist at the state, tribal and local levels.  Tribes are encouraged to apply to receive notifications directly from the federal National Response Center.  

The National Response Center (NRC) notification process:    
· Industry, communities, and individuals report spills to the National Response Center (NRC) operated 24/7 by the U.S. Coast Guard.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The NRC is a part of the federally established National Response System and is the sole federal point of contact for reporting all hazardous substances releases and oil spills. The NRC receives reports of releases involving hazardous substances and oil that trigger federal notification requirements under several laws.
· It is the responsibility of the NRC Watch-Standers to notify the pre-designated On-Scene Coordinator assigned to the area of the incident and to collect available information on the size and nature of the release, the facility or vessel involved, and the party (ies) responsible for the release. Notifications are provided verbally (phone) and by email transmission (NRC report) based on pre-selected criteria.
· Organizations with NRC agreements in place receive notifications based on provided jurisdictional information and selected incident criteria contained in the agreement application. Of note, the NRC federal report includes Personal Identifiable Information (PII) which can only be sent to .gov and .mil domains.  The NRC does transmit a public version, without the PII data, to tribal entities that do not have a .gov/.mil domain. 
· In order for tribes to be included in this process, they must complete an application agreement to receive notifications by contacting the NRC. 
· To request and process the application document you can email nrc@uscg.mil or fax (202) 267-1322, or use the attached application agreement.  
· For specific questions about the application or to discuss the process further please feel free to contact the NRC at nrc@uscg.mil. 
· COAST GUARD WILL SEND EMAIL CONFIRMATION OF YOUR REGISTRATION.
· For more information on reporting spills and environmental violations go to https://www.epa.gov/emergency-response/national-response-center


